OVT LAVVED 


The Charter of the Goſpell ſhewing the priviledge and pre« 
rogative of the Saints by vertue of the Covenant. 


Whercin theſe foure points of doftrine are properly obſerved, 
Plaimely proved, beth by Scripture and reaſon: and 
pithily applyed. VIZ: 


ſinne, no finne hath dominion over him. 
2 Thatſinne though ir doth not raigne in the Saints, yet 
» cit doth remaine and dwell inthem. 
&< 3 Thatihe way to overcome finne, is to get aſſurance of 
3 © the Love, and grace, and favour of God, whereby it is 
forgiven them. 
4 That whoſoever is under the Law,finne hath dominion 
overhim. 


3 That he that is in the ſtate of grace lyeth in no knowne 


By that late faithfull and worthy Miniſter of Teſus 
Chriit, Ioun Pxxs TON. 
D-Rer in divinity,Chaplaine in ordinary to his Majeſtic, Maſtes of 
Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge,and ſometimes preacher of 
Lincolnes Inne. 


Let not finue therefore raigne in your mortall bodies that you P 
ſrould obey the luis thereof, Rom, 6, 12+ 
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For finne ſhall not have dominion over you, for you are 
notunder the law, but under grace. 


X27 Heſe words are brought inthus, the Apoſtle exhortes them 
\ 142 not to ſiane, but to give their members as inſtruments unt» 

> Tighteouſnes,and to moye them to this, he tels them that ſin 
was not their Lord now as it was heeretotfore, and that it ſhall have 
no more dominion over them, and therefore he bids them ſtrive a« 
gaiaſt it:and then he adds a reaſon of this, becauſe they were not un- 
d:e rhe law, but under grace, now Chriſt hath changed their hearts, 
for while a man is under the Lavy, finne hath dominion over him, ic 
rels him what ro doe,butgives him no power todoe it, but you have 
the grace of ſanificationtochange your hearts,and enable you to cs 
very good word aud worke,fo that youdelight inthe Lazy, after the 
inner oa9, albeit you ſce another law in your members roaring againſt 
the Law in your minde,and bringing you into captivity to the law of 
ſin, which is your members, as1t is faid, in the 7, chapter, and the 
23. verlcs . 


Whence wee may learne? 

That hcethat is iathe ſt:t2of grace, lyeth in no knowne finne, no 
finnc bath dominion over him. 

Now ſine is faid to have no Dominion over a man, three manner 
of waycs, viz. in regard 
Q It hath noright torule over him,itisno more our Lord, but is ay 
a (crvant that hath no dominion, bur is faid to offer violenceto us,as if 
the King of Spaine ſhould rulc over us, he hath no dominton over us. 

Secondly, In regard its not obeyed, forthere it hath dominion, as a 
Prince may have right to a kingdome, yethe be not obeyed, he hath 
10 domiiion, 

Thirdly 12 regard though it ſtrive agatalt us, yet itnever gets the 
viory fo; though it aſianlt us, yet if it get not the victory it bath no 
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The Law outlawed. 
dominion overns,this is proved by their ſimilitudes which mull bee 
explained, viz. 
Firſt it was our Maſter and we its ſervants, butnew we have charg 
£d our Malters,and are become the {crvants of righteouſnes. 
Second!y itis ſaidthat we were married to finne, andit had demi. 

pion and com mand over us,asthe husband over the wite,but now it is 
dead,and there is a divorce betweere us,and now Wee are married ty 
Chrift and hce commands us, and wee obey, 

Thirdly it is faid we were dead tofinne and alive to God, and there. 
fore we cannot live in ſinne, for command a dcad body to goe about 
a buſſineflezand hee cannot, becaule hee is dead. 

Now the reaſons of the point bee theſe, the 

Duet, istaken from Chriſt, all wee are ingrafted into Chriſt,and 
into his death,and into the ſimilituds of his reſurreRion,verſe.5. that 
we arcgraftcd as a graft into Chriſt and all the old ſappes taken a- 
way and we have new fap, and bring ſoorth new fruite, and havens 
other,becauſe we grow in another tree,and wee live to God, yet wee 
may commit ſinnethough weallow not ourſelves in it, for they that 
are in Chriſt have crucified the flcſh, with the affeRtions and luſts 
thereof.if therefore there be any luſt in him he is not Chriſt. Apaine 
ifany man bee in Chriſt he is new creature: and therefore he doth not 
wallow in hisould fines, fo faith God I will give youa new heart, 
and all things are become new, and old things are done away, there- 
fore wee cannot lye tn any knowae finne. 

Againe whoſoeveris in Chriſt hath receayed of his fullnes grace 
for grace,in him we areable to doe all things, and thercfore if we can» 
not ſtrive againſt old finnes, wee arenot in Chrilt, and therefore wee 
muſt ſtrive to bee complear. 

Secondly becauſe we havethe Spirit of God ming inns,and there- 
fore we walke afterthe Spiritand not after th: fleſh, row if weelye 
inany knowne ſinne, we have not the Spirit, and therefore are notin 
the ſtate of grace,itany man have not the Spirit of grace, he is not the 
Sonne of God, now if he walke aſter the fleſh, he hath not the Spirit, 
for the ſpirit gives him ability to ſtrive againſt all ſinnes. 

Thirdly,he is borne of God, now beethat is borne of God ſinneth 
rot, that 1s,it rulethnot over him,for a man is ſaid to finne that favours 
wickednes, and ſetteth his heart to fiunche francth not, becanſe he is 

Itke God,as aſonne is like his father, andtherefore a wicked man is 
like the devill, becauſe hce is his Father, and his wickednes is in hi m, 
and thercfore the devill js called the lather of the wicked:and focvr y 
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The Law ontlamed. 
regenerat mantath all the1ighteouſnes of Chriſt, though not in the 
{ame degree,he hath perteRtive holynes of parts, though not of de- 
grees,now then he bath no member of Satan in humg that is, no known 
{fiane which hee loveth, 

Fourthly, becauſe he hath the whole law written in his heart, and Res/; 
his heart is ſer to obey tho, whole law,and therefore he cannot lye in 
any knowne ſinne. 

Fifthly becauſe hee is wholly changed and tranſlated.co another man Re-ſ;, 
which1s cxpreſt two wayes. 

Lueft The whole drift of his minde is changed, ag ſuppoſe the earth 
were made fire,the whole vent of it were to goe upward, ſo a man 1s 
wholly bent towards heaven,or els his heart is not chavged,aud iffo, 
hee can lye in no knowne finne. 

Sixtly, he is changedin bis taſt,S. Paul faith they that arc in Chriſt nee 
favour not the things ofthe flcſh, but of the ſpirit,every ſinne1s bitter : 
tothe regenerate man,if it bee not then hee ſavoureth the things of 
the fleſh, to this is that agreable, keepe this feaſt with vnleavened 
'bread,and not with old leaven of malictouſues, we muſt be unleavencd 

bread to Chriſt: wee muſt give noallowance to ſinne, 

Seycnthly, Becauſe they know God,ler. 33.The Lord faith by his Kea, 
Prophet, I will write my law in their hearts,and they ſhall know mee y 
ſo that with this wryting, thelaw 1n their hearts they cannot bur 
know ſinne, for they are changed in their minds before that they can 
know God: hence I inferre that hee that knowes God will not 
change ſrom the immutable Godtothe omtable creature, and they 
that doe it,doe it becauſe they know not God, 

Eightly,becauſc hee hath faith, which will makeus nor lye in any 
knowne (inne;for all finnes are either of the rempration of the devil l, 
the flcſh,or the world,now faith overcomes all theſe, 

1 It overcommeth the world; This is the viRtory that overcometh 
the world, even your faith, but if the world could overcome the repe- 
nerate in any temptation, then this were not ttue, that fairh over- 
commeth the world,but he ſhall not be overcome, by the giory acd 
riches of the world. 

Secondly, the fleſh, the juſt walketh in his integritie, rothis added 

that ble Mo gs are every where annexcd to the keeping of the com- 
mand«<ments, bleſſed are they that have reſpe unto the commons 

ments, if you leane to the right hand, or to the left, yee Call (ng ol 
ſured, againe if you keepe the whole law and oferd {5 wy ws», vor 

are guilty ofthe whole law. 
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The Liw outlawed, 
Bur, beſides theſe ſcriptures there bee other reaſons tg 
prove that the regenerat man cannot lye in any knowne 
liane, 

Firſt, becauſe hee that lyes in any knowne ſinne:hath another for his 
Lord and God,and ſo is an Idolater,and ſo cannot bee regenerate, for 
hee ycelderh to the ſame ſtill,ific commands, hee obeyeth, God come 
manding him, hee negleRethir, and therefore maketh it his God, 

Secoudly becauſe he lyeth in any knowae finne, will be nnconſtane 
inthe ſerving of God,now God reje feth ſuch an one,for though the 


rempration to that ſinne, being removed hee ſerve God, yet tha ſine 


ſctcing upon him, hee forſakes Gods ſervice ,andobeyeth it, and when 
ſoever occafion is offered, he turneth to obey it,novy ſuch unconſtancy 
God hateth,asamong mena flower though it more beautyfull then g 
pcarle,yer it is not regarded fo much becauſe 1c is fading, and a ſhippe 
may faile afea great while,burt yer falling upon a rocke maketh ſhi 
wracke of faith and good conſcience,and luch a one cannot bee int 
{tate of graces 

Thirdly, becauſe hee that [yeth in any knowne finne, will ifhee had 


like ftrong temptations commit all the finnes in the world, as beea * 


man inclined to covetouſnes or uncleannes, he would commir any 0+ 
ther it hee were as much inclined to any other, now ſuch an one cat» 
not bee in the ſtate ofgrace. : 

Fourthly becauſe it a man havea good heart, no ſin can grow there» 
becauſe it is out of its proper place, and therefore cannor proſper as 
plants that grow in Indiaif they bce fett heere wither, fo eyery ſfiane 
112 good heart is out of irs proper place.and wil notgrow but wither 
every day more and more,but he that findeth ſinne growing in his 
heart, liis hearts not regenerar, 

Fiftly becauſe he muſt hate the word of God and god'y men, for 
when a ina" is ready to commit fine, the word is at him to diſſivade 
bin, godly men diflwade him, and therefore now if hee doe it and 
they ſtil rebuke him, hee commeth ro account the word a reproach 
and hce hates it and good men likewif, Thus lobn is Hereds friend a 
great whilc,till he tels him of his beloved fi,and then off goes head, 
ſothey hate God and with that there were nonegbecauſe kee reſolveth 
to ſinnc,and God reproves him,and to hee cannot bee in a good eſtate; 

Sixtly and laſtly, becaate all his aQtior.s will have an evill tinRure 
from that his fin,ic ſo weyerhall ie doth, fo that nothing is currant in 
Gods ſight. As ifa man were {ct to get honovr,though he di 1 uot dis 
re'Uy fallintothat finae, yet ke ſquareth all his ations that way. he 
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The L aw outlawed, 
affeActh ſuch perſons'that may further that his inte nt.ſo that Frre !ea- 
peneth every ation of his, and whenſoever any att of religion oppol- 
6h hia,he then forſaketh all,as ita man have a prcjcR to get a kar- 
velt that 15 not yet come,all that hee doth is for that end,he ploweth, 
ſoweth.and the like,foiris with 2 man that hath a ſinne and refolves 
to follow it, he by-uſcth all his actions by that, therefore God abhorres 
lim;and all that le doth, 
Firft this is to try us,every man may know if he bee inthe ſtate of; 

race ornoQ if helyes intheleat knowne finne that is, he is but conn. * * 
tcrieityif though he be admoniſhed and told,that God will not have 
him to doe ſuch a thing,yet he dot h ittirs a figne hee is not in a good 
eltarezas ifa man knew,and were perſwaded, he ought not to abound 
in idle fpeeches,aud yet will,it is a figac he is natinthe ſtate of grace, 
fo when he is comanded he ought to pray and yet doth it not,or doth 
it only for ſhew,itsa figne he is ina bad cſtate,for if hee knew its a 
ſiane to be idle,and it comes into his minde that he ſhould nor, and is 
perſwaded of it,and yet will;itsa ſignehis eſtate is not good, fo as for 
unmoderat gaming ,ifone be told he ſhould not, yet will vie it,all ca- 
riage js naught,certainely hee is bad, ſofor the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, when a man ſhall ſpend all his 
timezand findall his thoughts bent that way for any one of them, cer- 
taine it is his heart is not gracious, for then theſe thoughts would not 
abound 1n him, but thoughts of growing in grace, but if his morning 
thoughts be for ſatisfying ofthe ficſh and the luſts thereof, or his ſe- 
crcts plots,he may juſtly fearcits a reigning fone, for when all his 
projeas and thoughts,are upon one thing, as to bee in fine apparell, 
its certaine finne rcigneth in him,and ſo he is inthe ſtate of damnati- 
on,as a ſcholer that wholly aimes at vaine glory, and how to get ho- 
nour and credit, that ſin reigneth in him. 


But there were many which ſeemed religions men which had theſe 03f, 


infirmities in them inthe ſcriptures, 


True, and many therefore not truely regenerated. but ſeeming only a ,/; 


fo, now many youths make a faire ſhow, under the mcanes, when tals 
ing into temptations fall away,but ifthey be not comanded or thinke 
of it,great faults may ſtand with true grace,but if they bc a-:moniſhcd 
dy their conſcience or others, and told they muſt nor doe it, then their 
eſtate is not good,fortrue grace cannot ſtand with theſe failings, 


Now the [2 gnesWhereby wee may know, whether wes live in 
knoYrn finnes or not, are theſe, 
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The Law outlavcd. 
Pueft, Living in a knowne ſinne is of two lorts, firſt knowne, when 
mea lell themtclves to commit wickedaes before the Lord as «hab 
did, whea he pourcth out himſelfe to vanity, as when a man ſhall give 
up himiclte to drinke or to eompany,orto commit any fin of unclcans 
nes, or giveth himſelfeto ſpend any ofhis time in recreations, thigis 
evidenttothe world and to his owne conſcience. Agatne when hq 
plainely forſakerh God and good courſes which hee tooke before, ag 
Dema did,this 1s plaine, he lyeth in a knowne finne. | 

ye y the ſecret lying in ſin,the lignes whereofare 

thele, 

Durſt When a man commitrteth itordinarily, this is that Paul faith 
that the ſaints fall upon occaſions,as if a man be failing into France, a 
tempelt driveth him into Spaine,lothe Saiats face is towards heaven 
but a ſaddaine paſſion may drive them another way:to commit finne 
ordinarily,is to commirit when temptation aſſailerh,and occaſion iy 
off-red, and impediments removed, then hee commits the finne ordi- 
narily,for iſ there were ſuch temptations alwayes, he would commit 
the ſiancalwayes,as Pheroab was good by firs,he was often reſtored, 
& defired them to pray for him, yer when temptation came he would 
not let the people goe, though before he hall intended to docit. So 
Saul when opportuaitie was offered, would have killed David, thogh 


K-ng:2.52 he ſwore not todocit,and ſo Hazael, this is committang of finnes ore 


dinarily. 
beoedlty, Whena man rejeAteth admonitions,and the reprover.z 
poore Child is beter, then a fooliſh(that isa rich) King that will no 
longer bee admoniſhed, for then his heart is evill,for if a man bee wil- 
ling to have his luſt mortified, heis well pleaſed wich him that brings 
him aknife to cut it off, becauſe he doth as he would have him to dot 
but when they are purpoſed to ly in finne,they doe asa man doth with 
Phyſick that hee loatherh, he hateth even the very pot it ſelfe, wherein 
It was,to they hate them that adinoniſh them even as dozs, but if they 
can indure the compatiy of good men it is a ſisnchis heart is good, 
Thirdly Abſtinence from occaſions, for many ſay their infirmiities 
make them runne into ſuch and {uch finnes, but ifthey were minded 
ro leave their finnes,they may leave their euill company and all occafis 
ons.to this adde the uſe of the meanes,for hce that purpoſeth to fors 
{ike his fianes willaſe the meanes, as ifa man that is a drunkard,- will 
keep drankards company, he hath purpoſed to forlake his finnes, for 
then he wou'd forſake and leave his evill company, bur if hee uſe the 
racates for mortyfying his fiancs,ke loygth,thenit is a figacghois wil- 
i lug 
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ling to leave ſinne, 
Now the meanes for mortifying finſull luſts in us, are theſe, Viz, 
Firſt co make a vow not to commit that ſinne, nor touch the occa- 
ſions, for then ir 15 a ſigne his heart is (incere,this is a comfort to theſe 
that have made yowes, which ſhould be more uſed, not to make per- 
petuall yowes, but for ſome ſhort tyme. 

Secondly to faſt, and pray,for ſome Vowes luſts are not caſt out by 
theſe three, to uſe godly meanes company, for their praiſe and ex« 
ample helpes them to forſakethcir ſinnes, to faſt and pray. | 

Thirdly another ſigne of lying in known ſinne, is when a man prayes 
for admonitions that God would ſtirre up ſome to admoniſh him,and 
can bee content to ſearch out reaſons out of the Scripture againſt it,& 
isglad when he heares it reproved in the publique miniſtery. 

Fourthly,when hee can be content to be deprived of many things 
which might further ourluſts, and to loath what ſweetnes which 
;ght encreaſe them, that is a ſare ligne that ſinne rules not in us. 

Fiftly when a man conſeſſeth his finnes particularly,and plaincly.for 
this is a ſigne hee would forſake them, this reaſon the Scripture doth 
ſhow, —__" then the conſcience maketh ſuch anoyſe, that hee 
cannot deny it, for whena man is purpoſed to continue n ſinne,he will 


not confeſſe his ſinnes, no not to G OD, it isfaid when they cameto ,,,z , & 
John Baptiſt,they confeſſed their ſinnes. So David faith, when Iſaid I 7a!,2;,0 


wil conſe e my ſine , the Lord forgiveth the wickedneſſe of my ſinne, 

Sixtly, W hen he is cafily convied, but when men will not be cott- 
viced bur ſeeke our diſtinRions to maintaine their ſiune, itis aſigne 
tis prevalent in them. Againe when they will not examine both ſides, 
but runnc to commit it,and ſtop their eares like the deafe adder, which 
refiſeth ro heare the voice of the Charmer,charme he never ſo wiſely, 
and will not heare the reaſonsagainſtthat ſin,leaſt he ſhould be reſtrai= 
ned, therefore the righteous are faid toponder their wayes,and con= 
ider their paths,and to try every thing,& to take that which is good, 
now he that wil but heare reaſons againſt the ſinne he dothyhe is none 
oftheſe,but when he will not be coavinced,which is the firſt worke 
of the ſpitit, it isa ſigne he is under the dominion of ſine. 

Seventhly, when a man abſtaineth from ſinne not onely out of a natu- 
all conſcience, but of afpirituall, for a naturall conſcience may de- 
ceave him, for there bethree degrees of conſcience. 

Firſt,a prophaine man hath ſome conſcience, 7 Yetare na« 
Secondly a c1vile man hath more conſcience, F, turall, 
Thirdly a godly man hath moſtconſcience 

* Paul 


The Law outlawed. ; 
Paul fpeaketh of the heathen, that they had a conſciencethat did accufe 


excuſe them, but when a man doth not commit fin, being enlightned | 


by a fpicituall conſcience, whichis when a man ha:h a love to the cons 
trary gracc,and is caried with a certaine defire to doe it (as men eate) 
thoughthere were no reward, and hate the fin.and will not commit it, 
bat a man may havea reſtcaint from a naturall conlcience, yer it raay 
have dominionover kim, becauſe it is as a barking dog,that keeps the 
theefe robvings 


Firſt doth not purpoſe to commit the ſin, | 
When a mane Secondly hath reluancy in the committing of it, 
| Thirdly grieveth afterwards,and rifeth with a v:iter 
; -* reſolution not to doe it, 


But ifthis proceeded from a naturall conſcience it is nothing, but 
ifir procced ſroma {pirituall conſcience and hatred of fane, this is 4 
good figncs _ 
Nintly,when after ſtriving we have the vitory, for we ſhal have the 
victory if we ſtrive aright,this taks way their excuſe,thar ſay its their 
infirmities, but if they lye not ia fin,they wil have the vitory overity 
els thou art not a King, fora King is victorious, yet a King may have 
xebels,yea he may be wounded yer he keeps his power. Sothe faints 


may have many infirmities, yea theymay have ſound failes, yet inthe F 
end they have the vitory. God ſhall tread Satan under their feets * 
wherefore the Godly mans heart though he faileth ſometimes is like | 
atcoubled fountaine,which though it be muddy, yet becauſe theirisa & 
ſpriog of grace in his heart, it workethir ſelfe pure againe, and works 
outall the mud,theretorg content not your ſelves with diſlike of ſiane | 


but leave not till you have got the victory. 
} Tenthly,Obſerve whether thoudelighteſt in thoſe,commirtheſame 
fins, if you doe you ly iaſin whatſoever you pretend, they doe not on- 


mi lf, ly thele things, but bave pleaſure in thoſe doe them which is a ſigne of 


a deſperate heart,for a man may be drawne to ſiune by paſſion,yet his 
heart may beupcight, but when he alloweth, and loveth it another, 
then there is no paſſion to lead him, butitsa figne his heartis bent to 
it,forits aſigne of grace, whenyouloye thoſe excell in grace, its a 
figne your heartsare good, ſoon the contrary its a ſizne of a corrupt 
and rotten heart,when weercjoice in iniquity,as for example, ſuppote 
a man havealuſt of uncleannes,yet difliketh it on another, and liketh 
theſe that excell in thecontrary vertue, and grace,itsa figne he isina 
good eſtate,andrhis is true, becauſe in another a manhath no paſſion 

to 
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toleade him away. 

Eleventhly, when a man ſhall commit a ſinne, cleane to the contras 
one IJ ry after perſwaſton,and long deliberation,that is taken from [crobeams 
te) Y example Saul & eFhab, theſe comitted their fines but once or twite 
it, I as Sewthada comandement from Samnel not todoe it, he had many 
aay £ dayes dcliberation upon it, yethe did which loſt him bis ſoule. David 
the F committed greater fins,yet Godcounted them nothing, becauſe he did 

not caſt God away but Saw had caſt off,ſo Teroboars {et up the calfe on 
dcliberation and contrary to the perſwaſion of the propher,therefore 
; God caſt him off. This was 8 4/aws ſin whodeliberated what he ſhnld 
| doe, yet having a ſecret deſire ofreward, did curſe 1-4et which made 
| God caſt himoff, this was the (in of Francis Spira who was ſmitten 
| for committing of a (in of deliberation. 
but F | Thirtecnely and laſtly, when a man ſhall make noconſcience of ſmal 
$ 3 & particular fins, wherein his Indgement is convicted that they are ſins, 
- its a fignefin hath dominionover him, this is plaine by ſcripture, he 
he IJ that is nor faithfull inthe greateſt, he may doe it, yer not be faithſull. 
cir & Againe by reaſon,ifa ſmall fin be a (in againſt God,then why make you 
it, & conſcience of the leaſt, for God is offended with theſe as well as with 
ve Þ thegreateſt, ſoif ye make conſcience of the greateſt of the dutyes of | 
its ® Gods worſhip, why doc you not alſo of the leaſt duties? for God is LAY Ia 
be & pleaſed with theſe,as well as with the other, ſome {ay they will be re- 
te © [Egious,but they need not be fo preaſe as ſome ſcrupulous men are, but 
ke F let them examine themſcives, it the leaſt ſins be ſinnes, they muſt alſo 
352 & make conſcience of them,ſo if we muſt keep an houre of the Sabboth, 
" there is the ſame reaſon of the reſt ofthe howres, ſo for idle ſpeeches, 
wt | adfalhioning of themſelves to the world, ſoif wee ſeeke for prefer- 4 
* mentorriches, it 1s contrary to tke commandement of God, ſeeke not 
mn | to berich, for they drowne themſelves in perdition and deftrution,fo 
wee muſt not keep company with evill and unſanAified men, cx1mine 


of # how we praQiſe this in all duties commanded,let ws try our fulves by 

s © abſtaicing from occafions, whether we refraine our ſelves from 

r, ©} thetemptations of objeds, for our ſpeech muſt be gracious, not by F 
o | fits, butalwayes,fo we muſt be diligent in our callings, if cut of con- ;pes,4, — 


2 © ſcience we doe this ive are faithfull, otherwiſe we are not,for the ſame 

” God which commanded notus to kil, commanded us yot tocommit a- 

» 4 Cultery, ifthen thou committeſt adultery thou offendeſt God, fo Mos 

h &s would not lcaye an hoofe behind him in Egypt,becauſe God com- 

2 manded him foto doe, know younot that nounrighteous man ſhall 

inherir the Kingdome ofGod,fo if we abftainefrom foule finnes,yetif, co,,,, 
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we commit the leaſt, we ſhall never goe to heaven, 

Itſerves for incouragement for fearetul chriſtians,for if it ſhall nor 
have dominion over you, then this may encourage you agatnlt the ſin 
that prevaileth againſt you ſomerimes, but they thall have the victory, 
it is trae that many ſins make warre againſt many chriſtians, and will 
not be overcome for a long tyme,it may be for one,two,or three years 
yet let us not be overcome, but renew our ſtrength againe, and in the 
end we ſhall have the victory. -Y 

Thirdly we have heere priviledge of chriſtians, for though they be 
ſervants, while other be Princes, yetthey arefreein regard oftheir 
luſts,to ſeea man lead to his execution, we would not thinke it were 
for his honour,ſo when ungodly men thrive in their worldly luſts,then 
they lead his ſoule to his deſtruction, when (inne ſhall have no demi. 
nion over the godly,but the ambitious and voluptuous men doe what 
ſoever their lults commandsthem with a miſerable bondage, but the 
godly are free from ſinne, : 

Itis not enough for men to {ce their fianes,or to blame them in the. 
ſelyes, or to purpoſe to amend or forlake them, but they muſt ſtrive 
to overcome them, or ele they ſhall have no promils of the goſpel ap« 
plyd unto them, | | 
Pharoah was a wicked man,yet with heart he purpoſed to let the chil- 
dren of [ſrael goe,but when fome temptation aſſaulted him, then he 
would not let them goe,ſo Sas/purpoſed in his heart not to kill David 
inſomuch that he ſware to Jonatha» he would not doc it, yet afterward 
he attempted it upon another temptation,but we muſt come to feele 
that ſin hath no dominion over us, otherwiſe we ſhal heare that ſen- 
tence, Depart from moe ye wicked into everlafling fire, and ont of thy 
eWne month 1 Will adjudre thee,s tho withed ſervant, | 

And ſo much may be ſufficient for theunfolding the firſt point of 
doArine, proceed weeto aſccond which flowes from hence alſo, and 
that is this, viz. | 

That fianealthough it doe not raigne inthe ſaints, yer doth 
remayne, and dwell inthem, for proofe whereof ſee theſe places of 
{cripture, [f a»y man thinketh (faith Saint Iohn)that he hath no fin hee © 
a lyer,and there uns traeth in him,thetructh whereof will be ſence in 
theſc things clearely. 

1. Becauſe its knowledgeis imperſeR , andtherefore everie prace as 

faith is imperſe@, and ſoour love, and therefore ſo much finne muſh 

be ina man, in as much as his grace is not perfeR, 

2 The fleſh luſteth after the ſpirit, therefore it is plaine there is ſinne 
$ 17 
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in vs, yea fo muchthat often times it evencaptivateth ug, 

3. Wee have inthis life but the firſt fruites of the ſpirit, now when 
wee ſhall have it in fulnefle,we ſhall have no more than enoughgthere- 

fore having now but the firit truits of the ſpirit, Mortification, & San- 
Aiſication, finne is not whelly aboliſhed in the Saints in this lite, but 
doth dweil in them, 

To humble us, and to make us ſee what is our hearts, and to Res/* 
make us know that the Lord bringethusto the holy Land, theretore 
God ſometimes leftthe 1ſraclites totrye them, and fo hee troubled 
Hezechiah to know what was in his hcart, and fo hee ſenta McfTinger 
of Satan to buffet S. Parl, leaſt hee Mould bee exalted above mealure 
through abouudance of Revelations, and fo the Lord doth deale wich 
everic Saint, 

That Chriſt may bee acknowledged, for if wee had no ſinne in us, Raul 
we ſhould acknowledge the benefits of his mediation,fo much as now * 
wee doe, all are ſhut up under finne,that hee might have mercie upon 
all, Roms, 3. 9, that is,that it might bee manifeſted and declared,that 
they are ſaved meerely by the mercie of God in Chriſt, as is ſaidafter- 
ward,yerſethe26.otherwiſe we ſhould not rightly value our juſtifica- 
tion,and ſanRification,but ſceinghim ſubduing, pardoning our ſinnes, 
=_ ſee what neede wee have of him, how that wee are loſt without 

im. 

That wee might exerciſe our faith. I, 7obu, 3. weeare the ſonnes 
of God, but itdoth not yet appeare what 1it ſhall bee, but &c. ſo GOD 
hath hidde his children under baſenefle, that their faith might bee ex- 
erciſed, for things wee ſee, we may caſily believe, but faith is of things 
not ſcene, therefore God doth as men doe, hyde jewells under bate 
places, where men would looke leaſt for them, wherefore wicked mcn 
i1tumble,and arc offended atthis, becauſe they doe not believe it, and 
therefore it is made an article of our faith,that wee neede,and believe 
the remiſſion , and forgiuenefle of finnes: but letus apply it. : 
7.This ſhould teach us notto be diſcouraged for tholc infirmities that */*:"»! 
are in us, for there are ſuch in everie Saint, if he find he ſtriveth a- 
gainſt them, and findeth ſuch ſicceſſe in it,finne is a gueſt toevill men, 
but a theefe to the godly, which they would not have come in their 
hearts,ſoit is one thing to weare a chaine as an ornament, and anether 
as aſetter to reſtraine them, therefore they ought not to bee dilcouras 

ed, but to aſſure themſelves they are under grace: 

2. Wee mult not cenſure men for theſe lippes aud falls wee ſee in 7/7,2 
them, for wee mult remember that fiane dwellcth in them, wee mult 
ot 
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not preſently jadge them robes hypocrites: Bee vet many maſters, (35 
eth S. lames, that is cealure him nor, for hee ſtandeth or falleth co hig 
owac conſcience. 

Pow\,4, 3+» This ſhould teach us to bee watchfull, and not to thinke our la« 
bour is at an end when we are in the ſtate of grace, for ſine ſtill dwel. 
Icth ia us, and thongh wee have the viRorie over (linne one day ,it will 
fight againſt ns the next daye, as ina garden the weedes will grow, 
becauſe the rootes are not quite plucked up,and taken away,fo ſinne is 
in us,and therefore we maſt thinke it will tight againſt us and vexe us, 
and therefore I ſay, let us reaue our ſtrength. 


Firſt weaken finne. 
,/” Now forthis we muſt doe 


theſe twothings, Secondly pray to God to make 


us watchfull, 

And fo I have alſo done withthe ſecond doArine, againe from the 
latter part oftheſe words, or reaton ofthe promiſe made untothem in 
inthe former part of this verſe, that fin ſhall not have dominion over 
them, becauſe they are not under the Law,but under grace, I gather 
this concluſion,yiz. 

That the way to overcome fine, 1s to get aſſurance of the loveand 
grace of God,and that it is forgiveu them,the teaſon why the Apoſtle 
promiſes them (ia ſhallnot have dominion over them, is becauſe they 
are notunder the law but under grace, thatis, they had aſſurance of 
Gods love, and thatit is forgiven them, this is proved from that faith 
purificth che heart, and you repeat and believe the goſpel. 

Now the reafons heereof are theſe foure eſpecially, 

. Becauſe it is the meanes to get the ſpirit, without which no in is 
torpiven, which commeth by faith, forit is not receaved by the law, 
for ſo faith the apoſtle, receaved youthe ſpirit by the works of the laiy 
or by the deeds of faith. 

Sccondly,the way to make ns believe the promiſes;to make 5 be- 
Hieve that we are transformed into a heavenly nature, for when we kc 
lieve the promiſes aretruz,that workes love ia as.aid love transfor- 
meth us into the divine nature, without which no ſfinne is overcome. 

Thirdly becauſe hecreby we are able to relift the tentations which 
ar» cither, for the injoying of good, or fleing of evill,fo that theſe pro- 
miles propound more good, then fin can harme, fine threatned the 
tove of outward things, but the promiſes propound cternall life, which 
ts better then all things elle inthe world, 

Fourth 


Th: Law owtlawed, Figs” 
Fourthly,becanſe we doe delight in God,for when we doe believe in 
God that our ſianesare forgivenus in Chriſt, then wee looke at God, 
as on a mercyfull Father,and then wee ceaſe to delight in the world, 8 
we bcgin to delight our ſelves in the Lord. 
1. Firſt, for dircRion to teach us the way how to heale a ſinne, Y/*,2 

and that ir is to get aſſurance that is pardoned & forgiven,forlegal ter- 
rours doe not heale a (in,bur 1s faith that purifies the heart, and purify- 
ing pacifiesit:2s a Traytor will not come in, when he heares a procla- 
mation out for his dearh,but when he heares he ſhalllive and be pardo= 
ned,this makes him to come in,ſo we when we only fixeour eyesu- 
pon the legal terrours,we ſhall not heale our ſins, but when we belicue 
they are pardoned,this heales them. : 

But ſorrow and a broken heart are required, for ſigners to be aſſured 052, 
| of their forgivennes. fe 

This ſorrow is not ſo much commanded,but it is that whereby God 

prepareth his ſervants hearts,to make them ſee what need they have 
| of pardon and fo they may aske pardon, bnt the ſorrow commandedis 
' |F that which followes bclick, forthe more I believe the promiles, the 


> =, 


more I ſhall grieve for diſpleaſing him. D1 
But what is the way to get aſlurance of the forgivennes of our ſins 
may ſome ſay? 


'C done which isto be done on our 
T anſiverc that that bee 3 patt. Anſ, 
believed which God hath promiſed 
, The things to be done onourpart,arethele, 
Confcflion plainely and truely wee mult confefſe them to God, and 
to man, when we one ſelyes cannot overcome them, 
Secondly,contrition)which is when a man is not ſtubborne,and re- 
ſiſteth Gods will,and will pleaſe himſclfe, to get his heart broken, & ,7.z; 
he faith as faint Paul ſaith. Lord what wilt thow have me to doe?and then 
we ate ſubjcR to his will, ro him will I looke that is of a contrite 


heart. 
Thirdly,deſertion),or forfaking of fin,for he that forſaketh not his 
fins ſhalt not proſper,which is when we havingthe like occaſions, yet ?r9,- 6 
wil not give way to him but follow our owne luſts, 
Secondly, That that bee believed which God hath promiſed and chat 
15,that as he hath aid; hee will forgive our fins, upon ſuch and ſuch 
conditions, - ſo we believe it, andto make ns to doe this, theſe mo- 
7 tions may perſwade us, motive 
Q. Becauſe hee is mercyfull, in whoſe mercy there arcthree things, 
L - al 
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a'l very materiall and moving, : : 

Firk,it is natucalto himhe is not wearying of ſhewing mercy,as the 
eye is not weary ofſeing, nor theeare in hearing, no moreis Godin 
ſhewiag mercy,but inus it isnot naturall, but an infuſed quality, and 
therefore we are weary whenmen provooke us often, 

Secoadly his mercy is infinite, butin men it isnot ſo, therefore come 
within compaſle ofthis quality, and he will exerciſe it,for no'{in is bes 
yond Gods mercy, this keepeth us from deſpaire, for thoughthey be 
great,yet Godis ableto forgive them, asthe raine watereth as well 
the great field as the little garden, and as the Sunne ſhines as well on 
moantaines, as on Molchills,and asit diſperſerh the thick miſt, as well 
as thelcaſt thinne cloud, ſo doth .Gods mercy paſſe by great finnes as 
well as little. 

Buc ifour ſins be exceeding great, aggravated with circumſtances 
and often committed,then we cannot imagine that God will forgive 
us, This is anſwered by the Prophet Ifaiah,God is more mercyfullthan 
man can be ſinfull,hee is more mercyfull than wee can imagine, my 
thoughts are as much above your thoughts as the heavenisaboye the 
carth. ; 

Thirdly we ſee much mercy in men, and in the mother of a child, 
now it is but a drop out of the ocean of Gods mercy, but as a ſparke 
to the wholeelement of fire,if you being evill can give good things 

to your children,how much more ſhall your heavenly Father, &c. 

ſee what the {cripture ſaith, I am mercyſull forgiving iniquity tranſpreſ- 

fron & ſin, the firſt word ſignifies originall finne,the ſecond aRuall,the 
third rebellion,all which God can forgive, 

Secondly becauſe it is theend of Chriſts comming unto the world, 
now no man will doeauy thing, eſpecially fo great a matter as to kill 


iT1m,}, is himfelfe for no end, Chriſt then dyed forthe forgivenes of ſins .This 


faiat Paul urgeth the end of Chriſts coming, was to fave ſinners,other« 
wile the croſle of Chriſt had beene of none effet, and his mediation 
cf no ule, if men did not commit ſinnes, or ifGod ſhould not forzive 
them,therefore God muſt needs be ready to forgive. 
Thirdly,becauſe God beſeecheth us to be reconciled,unto him throgh 
Chriſt,now if God doth this,if we ſeekeearneltly, he will heareus, 
the prodigalibcing willing to come home to his Father, he met him, 
and receaved him joyſully, ſo doth God, he chargeth his miniſters 
to compell m2n to come in:that is,to preach Gods mercy,that he will 
forgive their ſinnes,2nd therefore the moſt acceptable aRion to God 
1s to bring a ſinner to himz 
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' Fourthly. the charge laid on us to believe,we are charged on 


lieve & by the hand of faith lay hold on him, which he would not 
if hee were not ready to forgive, 


the 
paine of death to belicve,and therefore it is moſt profitable for us,and 
moſt pleaſing tohim, he takes ir wellatour hands, that we ſhould be- 


doe 


Fitchly,from the examples of others,let us ſee what God hath done for 
them,and it will make us believe he forgave Hanaſſes as well as /0- 
ſua, he pardoned Mary Magdalen,as well as Elizabeth, and Pant 
as well as Peter, he hath forgiven the greaceſt fins as well asthe lealt: 


and he will alfo deale fo with us. 
Sixtly,from the cffcRs of it which are theſe, 


Q. It glorifieth God much, Abraham believed,& glorified God much 
for the greater the ſinner is,the more honour is given to God, asthe 

hyſitian hathrhe greateſt glory by curing the greateſt wound,ſo God 
bath the greateſt glory by torgiving the greatelt ſinnes which wound 


the foule even to dcath. 


Secondly, It moveth us to love God the more,A4ary loyed much,be- 


cauſe much was forgiven her. 


Thirdly irmollifies the moſt,it cauſeth them to relent,and weep much 


morezthis is plaine,by that place, where it is faid, that when God 


for- 


gave thegreatelt ſinsthen they mourned and lamented, as intheſe con- 


verts 
Fourthly it purifies the heart, for no man lookes to keep his h 


eart 


pure untill he be aſſured of the forgivennes of his (innes.for till then be 


cannot looke on God as on afather:but onthe contrary,when the 


{in 


is not forgiven.Godlooſeth the glory of being a father,and the glory 
of his truceh,and of his mercy,aud that hardeas the heart from relent» 


Ingo 
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AA! 2,37z 


from the price which was payed,and which no fincan goe be- ,, vive; 


yond,indeed if Chriſt had payed buta finite pryce, we fearethat 


our 


ſins ſhould not be forgivenita man were in debt two thouſand pound 


xd there were one payd,he mightbe diſcouraged, but when ther 
infinietly more payd then the debt is,this ſhould make us believe 
fins are forgiven us whatſoever they be,ſeing they be all but finit. 


els 
our 


- Eightly from the tenour of the promiſes, which preclaime that they 
that believe and repent,and forſake their ſins, ſhall find pardon for the, 
#5 a King that proclames thar all traitors,and rebels ſhall be pardoned 
ifthey would lay downe their weapons, now mow eff excipiendmns nbs 
ſ-x 02 exciptt there is no exceptionto be made whereithe law maks 


none.God faith, yea therefore hath ſaid and ſyyorne it that he will 
- ; C 7 


for- 
give 
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vive ourfins,that we may believe it, 

ButI have comitred the (inne oft. : 
Yet God will forgive thee,though thou haſt oft committed whoores 
dome,yet I will forgive thee, if thou turne unto mee faith the Lord,by 
the Prophet ofthe houſe of 1frael.ler. 3. 

Heacethen to make ſome ule ol it,as our uſe 1s, we may learne not 
to deceaveour ſelves,to think we are in the ſtate of grace, when wee 
are not,fcr if we did truly believe our finnes are forgiven us, we wold 
be healed, but if ive have the ſame luſts, and keep the ſame company, 
which we did when we were not changed,it is a meere deluGon, what 
ſoever we lay or thinke, 

And thus much for the third point tos,there yet remaines one more 
behind, wherewith wee will conclude the whole text, and that wee 
may draw from the contrary,to what the Apoſtle heere ſaith, and in- 
deed it1s implyed,though not expreft, for if ſin have no dominion o« 
ver them thac are notunderthe lazy but under grace,then onthe other 
fide mult itnecds be as true, viz 

That whoſoever is vnder the law,ſfin hath dominion over him, thax 
is,he that refraiacth ſin only for feare of the law,and ofjudgemnets,fin 
hath dominion over him;this is the caſe ofthem that retraine (inning, 
only for ſeare and for the ſalvation of their ſoules, or for educations 
fake,which have beene brought up in good families, or ſuch as repent 
upon ſome amazement, like the bulruſhes which hang dowae their 


- heads onely while the ſhowre laſts, and that, 


Firſt becauſe all ſuch asare uot under grace,but under the law have 
not receaved the ſpirit, which commeth by hearing the goſpel,and no 
creature can change one creature into another.as lead unto gold, ora 
Wolfe unto a Lamb,unles it be by Gods fpirit. 

Secondly, to ſuch Gods ſervice is burthenſome,and violent motions 
laſt notlong:they are weary in clamtering up an Hill,all naturall mos 
tionsare 1wiſter at thelaſtthen ar the firſt, buttheſe are like the I 
raclites whoaftera tyme, would have returned into E£GYPT 
againes 

Now thento endall with the tyme,let ns 
Q_ Beceexhorted not toabſtaine from any ſinne for feare of puniſh< 
ment,but conſider whether thou wouldeſt ſerve God for Gods fake 
although there were neither heaven nor hell; it muſt be our meat and 
drinke, which men would doe though there were no puniſhment for 
the omilffion of it, Bleſſed is hee that hnngereth and thirfteth after right 


| Feanſnes, 
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| 2, Hence we may learne not to deferrerepentance till death, fict< 
nes, croſſes, orage ſomes, then it may be you would not fin though 
e< | with Ba/aam you had your houſcfill of gold and filyer,for its not the 
yy | abſtinence from ſin that God loveth, but che change of the heart, eL- 

maziahs heart was not rightthough he walked in all the wayes of 
ot © David, theſearethe men that have made a covenant with hell and 
@ death, but God will diffanull that covenant,or it wil be but equivocal, 
d & many have ſworne in their ſicknes never to commit {in againe which 
afterward, they have committed againe with greedines, many have 
& | dycdinthe ſame repentance. 

! 2+. Labourtoſce yourſelves doing duties with as much loveas you , . 
e | canandwith as lictle fearegbecauſe perfe& love caſteth out feare, & ſo 
c biloyed I have given you a briefe ſuryey ofthe ſeverall points con» 
. ; tained inthe portion of holy Scripture, wherefore it you 
. kno theſe things, happy are yee if ye doe them, 
, wherefore that yee may doe them, 
let us call upon God for 
a blesſing on what we 

haye heard, 


&- 
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